
Department of Attorney-General and 
Justice NT
The Northern Territory’s Department of Attorney-
General and Justice (AGD) is responsible for 
managing:
•	 Justice Services
•	 Correctional Services
•	 Regulatory Services
•	 Policy and Legal Services
•	 Director of Public Prosecutions
•	 Courts and Tribunals
•	 Independent Offices

The Department of the Attorney-General and Justice 
in the Northern Territory (NT) delivers a range of 
services to build a safe, fair and just Territory.

It works in partnership with the community and is 
committed to delivering correctional services that 
contribute to individual and community safety.
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Problem 
The Office of the Parliamentary Counsel was using 
three Lotus Notes databases to maintain their 
Legislative Database (Register of Legislation, Current 
Legislation & Historic Legislation).

The Lotus Notes databases were used for both front 
end design and the back end database technology, 
and they were publically accessible via a basic 
website.

The Lotus Notes systems contained a mixture of 
metadata, Lotus Notes Rich Text fields, as well as 
Word and PDF Files, and was not full-text searchable.

AGD recognised the need for upgrading and the brief 
required a more contemporary and supported product 
to manage their databases. The basic public interface 
also needed to be upgraded with a more modern 
looking front end.

 



Our Solution
SRA was contracted by AGD to develop and 
implement a solution to meet the requirements of 
the brief and provide a technology refresh for the 
Legislative database.

The solution developed by SRA incorporated:
•	 Project Management
•	 User Interface (Graphic) Design
•	 Technical Development
•	 Data Migration
•	 System Documentation
•	 Testing

SRA designed and built the new Legislative Database 
website using Sitecore CMS, with support provided by 
using ASP.NET technology.

The Legislative Database application developed by 
SRA has its own database that sits alongside the 
three Sitecore databases; effectively merging three 
separate databases into a single database.
Sitecore CMS provides its own authentication system 
and the default forms-based Sitecore authentication 
system was well suited for the requirements of this 
project.
The technology used to complete this upgrade was:
•	 Microsoft ASP .NET
•	 Microsoft SQL Server 2014
•	 Sitecore 8

The resulting system provides AGD NT with enhanced 
functionality such as Hyperlinks to Amendments and 
the Table of Contents for each piece of legislation.
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Further Information
For further information on AGD NT visit:  
www.justice.nt.gov.au

For further information about SRA and the services we offer 
please contact one of our expert consultants via: 

email: contact@sra.com.au
phone: +61 8 8215 9000

AGD NT was relying on three separate 
databases with a basic frontend design 
to provide the public with access to the 
Legislation.

SRA developed a solution that provided 
AGD NT with an upgraded public 
facing website, while integrating three 
databases into one text searchable 
database.

The Bottom Line

Project type Database integration and website upgrade

Timeframe 7 months

Features Three databases integrated into one
Upgraded website design

Location Northern Territory

Benefits Decreased time to publish legislation
Easier search engine
Search across current & historic legislation
Supported product

Above: Legislative Database before upgrade.
Below: Legislative Database after upgrade.

The main benefits AGD NT have experienced with 
the upgrade have been a decrease in the time to 
publish legislation and they now have a fully supported 
product.  

AGD NT stakeholders will benefit from a more user 
friendly search engine that is text searchable and can 
search across current and historic legislation.  


